Appendix (A)


Military Cocked hat

[image: image1.png]Materials:

One felt cocked hat blank (from QM)

“Thick white cord (from QM)

“Thinner white cord (from QM)

Biack hat binding (yellow for Artillerists) (from QM)
“Large pewter button (from QM)

Fxcess linen from your clothing for sweat band
Black and White linen or grosgrain for cockde
Heavy black thread (cotton or other non-synthetic)

Steps:

1. Place the hat on flat surface and, looking from above, mark a
‘portion of the brim to be cut down with chalk as per

illusteation. This should be the portion which will be over the
Left cye when the hat is placed on your head. 4-1/4 inches
should be the widest portion of the brim for the prescribed arca,
and as you cut the brim down taper it in the two opposite
dircations until it s back 10 full wid; Be sure the tapers are
even on both sides of the four and one fourth point which is, it
you look at the head as a clock around the skull with 12 being
Tight between the eyes, it is about 11 0’clock.
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[image: image3.png]2. Your next step s (o bind the edges of the hat. Take your
binding and fold it as shown and ron 5o it stays folded casicr
Once you have accomplished this, place the binding around the
edge of the hat (you may wish to pin on) and sew it. Make sure
that the place where the two ends meet is around the back of
the hat 50 as not to be visible in the front when completed.
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[image: image6.png]3. Take the thicker white cord and run around the outside
crown of the hat, two times. Now, take the two ends and knot
in the front and leave plenty of excess on both sides. See the.
top view illustration which shows where the cocking is done
and at what angle. Do the cocking one fold at a time. Fold the
edge 0 be cocked up tll it presses against the crown and stitch
temporarily with thread. Now, before you proceed with tying
up your folds compare your hat with the illustrations. Make any
adjustments in the placement of the brim before continui
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[image: image8.png]4. Now punch holes as shown and cock the hat up by tying the
folds up with the thinner cord. Be sure it forms the two vertical
lengihs on the outside and not horizontal oncs. See illustration
of hat on figure. When you tie the cord from the inside be sure
tie folds are pulled up tight against the crown. Now that your
hat is appropriately cocked, take the two loosc ends of cord that
was tied around the brim and pull through the folds so that they
hiang out the two krger comers of the hat, Cut the excess length
dowa to about 3-1/2 or 4 inches of cord hanging out of cach of
e two back corners. Tic a knot in each cord s it falls just
about at the brim, and unravel the rest of the cord. Now you
should have a nice tassel at both of these corners.
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[image: image10.png]5. Your next step is your cockade, or “Curse of God” as it was
called by Revolutionary soldiers. Take your thinner strip of
white and place it over the black, wider picce. Ruffle it
appropriately 5o there are several good folds (see illustrations
of cockade). Holding the ruffles in place, you may wish 10 give
them a stich or two onto the hat to hold them it place and so
that the whole cockade doesn’t slip off of your hat, Now sow.
your pewter button on right below the cockade or 5o it ruffles
the button a liue as per the illustration. Be sure it's sewn on
tight so it doesn’t pop off from the pressure of the cord about to
be put on. Now take more of the thinner cord and pull around
the button and over the op of the brim and down behind.





[image: image11.png]6. This is the time to place a sweat band in the hatif you wish
(it will be helpful on those hot days!) Cut the liner t0 about 2.
1/2 inches widih and lengih enough to go around the inside:
crown of the hat. You may wish 1o put'a drawstring in the band
before sewing it o the interior of the hat (use dark thread so it
won't show up on the outside of the hat when you actually sew
it 10 the blank!)
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[image: image14.png]Detail of hat showing placement of sweatband. The scam in the
sweatband is located at the back of the head, which also gives
some idea, as in the illustration below, how the “cock” of the
hat is supposed o be.
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Virginia Round Hat

[image: image17.png]Materials needed:

Williamsburg tricom hat, unbound edges, available at the two
18th century stores in the restored area of Williamsburg. Sizes
S,M,L,XL,& XXL. The L is about a size 7.

1 yard of black grosgrain ribbon, 1-1/2 inch wide, available at
any fabric store.

A 7/8 inch pewter-finish button, available from the Regiment
40 inches of white cotton cord

2/3 yard or 2 -1/2 inches wide linen if sweatband desired

Black thread, needle, scissors, steam iron.

1. Cut stitches holding the three points on the tricorn and steam
iron the brim more or flat.

2. Cut brim 2 inches wide on the right side, front & back.
Leave brim 3 1/2 inches wide on the left side, the width the
whole brim comes, as this is the side which is later turned up.




[image: image18.png]3. From a scrap of the cutoff hat brim, cut a 1 inch circle to sew
the rosette 0. Punch a hole in the center for a button.
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[image: image21.png]4. Bind edge of hat by folding grosgrain ribbon in half (iron flat
for ease in sewing) and sew the ribbon all around the edge or
the brim.
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[image: image23.png]5. Make rosette with remainder of the grosgrain ribbon. Iron
1/2 inch or so pleats into the ribbon and sew onto 1 inch scrap
circle you made in step 3 to make a round rosette about 3
inches in diameter.
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[image: image25.png]6. Shank of button goes through rosette & hole in circle. Turn
left side of hat up and sew rosetie to center of folded up side,
stitching through crown of ha to hold the left side folded up.
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[image: image27.png]7. Tie white cotton cord around the crown, knot under folded
up left side. Leave cnough cord so each end reaches just
beyond the brim. Knot each end 2 inches from the end of the
cord and ravel into a tassel.

8. If desired, sew linen sweat band inside hat with drawstring at

top. Follow instructions for making a sweatband in the Cocked
Hat instructions.






(Images and instructions courtesy of 1st Virginia Regiment / Carl “Chip” Gnam)
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