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Appendix A:  Sketches of Riflemen and Scouts
1. INTRODUCTION

During all periods of American history, the frontiersman has been the subject of many tall tales. The Colonial frontier rifleman was the topic of considerable myth and legend even in his own time during the American Revolution.  The colonial frontier scout continues to this day to be romanticized in novels and movies.  The frontier rifleman and scout have been labeled with qualities and descriptions such as “rugged individualism”, “self-willed”, “independent”, “freedom loving”, “self-reliant”, “born on the frontier”, “raised in the wilderness”, “lives off of the land”,  and “noble savage”.  To many people, the frontier rifleman and scout represents the personification of many of the fundamental American ideals associated with the American revolution.

It is this romantic image that makes the riflemen and scouts very popular with visitors at Revolutionary War reenactments.  It is this image, too, that attracts many of us, at least in part, to adopt the persona of a frontier rifleman or scout.

This guide documents the basis for our interpretations as revolutionary war era, frontier riflemen and scouts.  It is intended to help new members of our Rifle Company get started in their interpretations.  It is also intended to help the other members of our Regiment understand our interpretation, dress, and actions.  This guide contains numerous quotes from primary documentation as well as information quoted from books and documentation written by knowledgeable authors and recognized historians in an effort to separate the legends, myths, and misinformation from the facts as we know them.

2. HISTORY OF THE RIFLE COMPANY

The recreated 7th Virginia Regiment Company of Riflemen and Scouts reenacts and interprets a representative Revolutionary War rifle company made up of Colonial frontiersman and scouts like the men recruited from Virginia’s colonial frontier by Daniel Morgan.  The recreated 7th Virginia Rifle Company is based on the historical rifle company commanded by Capt. Charles Porterfield.  Capt. Porterfield’s Rifle Company served with the 7th Virginia Regiment under the command of Col. Daniel Morgan.  The following is a brief history of those Virginia frontier riflemen and the units in which they served.

Virginia Rifle Companies.  On June 14, 1775, the Continental Congress voted to establish six companies of “expert riflemen”, of which two companies were allotted to Virginia.  Virginia commissioned Daniel Morgan of Frederick County and Hugh Stevenson of Berkeley County to raise the two companies of riflemen and to march north to assist Washington’s army encamped outside of Boston.  Capt. Morgan and Capt. Stevenson recruited riflemen from the western Virginia frontier counties including Berkeley, Frederick, Dunmore, Hampshire, and (West) Augusta counties.  Morgan and Stevenson promptly marched their companies to join the Continental army around Boston.  There, the rifle companies of Virginia, along with those of Pennsylvania and Maryland, impressed the New Englanders with their sharp-shooting skills but angered the Continental officers with their backwoods antics and lack of discipline while waiting to engage the enemy.   In September 1775, Morgan, hand-picked by Benedict Arnold, led his rifle company and two others on the Canadian Expedition to Quebec.  Capt. Stevenson’s rifle company participated in battles at Dorchester Heights and Staten Island before returning to Virginia.  Morgan and most of his riflemen were captured at Quebec in December 1775 and exchanged in January 1777.  A number of Stevenson’s riflemen went home when their enlistment expired at the end of the year.  The remaining Virginia riflemen were absorbed into Stephenson’s Maryland and Virginia Rifle Regiment.

Stevenson’s Maryland and Virginia Rifle Regiment.  In June 1776, the Continental Congress combined the rifle companies from Maryland and Virginia serving with the Continental Army with four more companies recruited from Virginia and two more from Maryland to make one regiment commanded by Col. Hugh Stevenson.  The riflemen in this regiment had enlistments of three years.  Stevenson died in the fall of 1776 and command was given to Col. Moses Rawlings, a Marylander and second in command under Col. Stevenson.  Rawling’s riflemen were assigned to the garrison at Fort Washington.  Fort Washington, together with Fort Lee on the other side, guarded the Hudson river.  In November 1776, British units including the Royal Fusiliers, Black Watch, Coldstream Guards, fourteen Hessian regiments, Royal artillery, and the 17th Light Dragoons attacked Fort Washington.  After a fierce battle, Fort Washington was surrendered and Rawlings and most of his riflemen were captured.  Rawlings remained a prisoner in New York until he was exchanged in late 1778.  Many of Rawlings riflemen remained prisoners until 1781.  In January 1777, the remnant of this regiment was to be reorganized under the recently returned Col. Rawlings into Rawling’s Additional Continental Regiment.  Recruiting did not go well in Virginia and in February 1777, five companies of this regiment were drafted into the 11th Virginia Regiment.

11th Virginia Regiment (of 1777).   The 11th Virginia Regiment was organized in February 1777 under the command of the recently exchanged and returned Col. Daniel Morgan.  Many of Morgan’s original riflemen were still serving in the Continental Army.  A number of his Canadian Expedition veterans became officers in the regiment.  Again, Morgan recruited heavily from the western Virginia frontier to fill his regiment’s quota.  Captain Charles Porterfield commanded the 10th Rifle Company. Morgan temporarily left the regiment in the summer of 1777 to form an elite rifle corps at the request of Washington.  During Morgan’s absence, his subordinate, Christian Febiger, a veteran of Quebec, assumed temporary command of the 11th Virginia Regiment.  During Morgan’s absence, Washington had created a light infantry unit under the command of Brigadier General William Maxwell to replace Morgan’s departed riflemen.  The light infantry unit was not very effective. Washington wrote in a letter that he considered Maxwell’s light infantry unit to be “no replacement for Morgan’s riflemen”  and that “Morgan was essential to his army” and had been “sorely missed during the Pennsylvania campaign.”  In the spring of 1778, Morgan temporarily took command of General William Woodford’s (commander at the Battle of Great Bridge)  brigade (which included the 7th and 11th Virginia Regiments as well as his elite rifle corps) to allow Woodford to take a leave of absence.  The 11th Virginia Regiment was redesignated the 7th Virginia Regiment during the September 1778 reorganization of the Continental Army.

COLONEL DANIEL MORGAN’S RIFLE CORPS.   In May 1777, Washington chose Morgan to raise a corps of riflemen sharpshooters to act as flankers for his army.  By June 1777, Morgan had assembled ten companies of frontier riflemen hand-picked from the Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania rifle companies.  This elite corps of 500 riflemen, woodsman, and hunters was designated Colonel Daniel Morgan’s Rifle Corps.  Captain Thomas Posey commanded the 8th Company of Morgan’s Rifle Corps. Morgan’s new rifle corps soon saw action against General Howes’ army around Amboy, New Jersey.  In August 1777, Washington ordered Morgan’s Rifle Corps north to assist General Horatio Gates and the Northern Army against General Johnny Burgoyne’s army pushing down from Canada.  Morgan’s riflemen played a crucial part in the victory at Saratoga in September 1777.

In November 1777, Morgan’s Rifle Corps returned to Washington’s Army at Whitemarsh where Morgan met the “Boy General”, the Marquis de Lafayette.  Lafayette and Morgan became very good friends.  Lafayette was very impressed with Morgan’s riflemen and got a chance to see them in action against a large Hessian picket, which they drove back over half a mile.  Morgan’s riflemen skirmished with General Howes’ and Corwallis’ troops until going into winter quarters at Valley Forge where the 7th and 11th Virginia Regiments encamped together under the command of Brigadier General Woodford.  Morgan’s riflemen scouted and skirmished around Monmouth and harassed and attacked Clinton’s troops throughout the 1778 campaign.  Morgan’s Rifle Corps was officially disbanded in September 1778 and the Virginia riflemen returned to the 11th Virginia Regiment.

7th Virginia Rgiment (of 1778).  The 7th Virginia Regiment, formerly designated the 11th Virginia Regiment, was reformed in September 1778 and commanded by Col. Daniel Morgan.  In bad health and frustrated after being passed over for promotion, Morgan left the army in June 1779 and command transferred to Maj. Thomas Posey.  Posey commanded until February 1780 (?) then command transferred to Lt. Col. Samuel Cabell.  In early 1780, the 7th Virginia Regiment along with the 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 10th and 11th were combined into the 1st and 2nd Virginia Detachments (in various documents referred to as “Divisions”, “Brigades”, or “Regiments”) under the command of Brigadier General William Woodford and sent to Charleston.  Most of the men in 1st and 2nd Virginia Detachments were captured at the surrender of Charleston.

(Note: The 7th Virginia Regiment (of 1775) was one of nine original regiments established in December 1775 by the Virginia Committee of Safety for service within Virginia.  Its ten companies were formed from county militias.  In March, 1776, the regiment was taken into Continental Service.  In early 1777, the Regiment was reorganized to implement the change in the enlistment policy from one to three years.  In January 1777, the regiment marched north to join Washington’s army.  Attached to General Woodford’s brigade, the 7th Virginia Regiment was decimated at Brandywine in September 1778.  Prior to joining Morgan’s 11th Virginia Regiment, Capt. Thomas Posey commanded the 8th Company of the original 7th Virginia Regiment.  Capt.  Joseph Crockett, later the commander of Major Joseph Crockett’s Western Battalion and the Illinois Battalion of the Virginia State Line, commanded the 9th Company of the original 7th Virginia Regiment.  In September 1778, the regiment was redesignated the 5th Virginia Regiment.)

Captured at the surrender of Charleston, General Woodford died in captivity on board a prison ship.  A number of Morgan’s ex-riflemen avoided capture at Charleston.  Christian Febiger, after being promoted to Colonel of the 2nd Virginia Regiment in September 1777,  established Col. Christian Febiger’s Light Infantry in the summer of 1779 under General Anthony Wayne.  Thomas Posey, after being promoted to major of the 2nd  Virginia Regiment, commanded the 2nd Battalion of Febiger’s Light Infantry.  Fibiger’s unit was disbanded in December 1779 and he and Posey returned to Virginia to recruit troops for the Southern Army.  Charles Porterfield resigned from the Continental service to be appointed a Lieutenant Colonel in the Virginia State Line.  In March 1780, Porterfield established Lieutenant Colonel Charles Porterfield’s State Detachment for service in the Southern Department. Porterfield’s detachment consisted of one regiment of line (garrison) troops and two regiments of artillery.  Porterfield’s command escaped the surrender of Charleston and joined General Horatio  Gates’ Southern Army.  In August 1781, Porterfield was killed at Camden and most of his men were killed or captured.

SOUTHERN ARMY.  Daniel Morgan joined the Southern Army commanded by General Horatio Gates in September 1780.  General Nathanael Greene replaced Gates in November 1780.  Morgan, promoted to Brigadier General in October 1780, was again in command of mixed troops that included two regiments of Virginia riflemen as well as line troops, light infantry, dragoons and militia.  Morgan’s understanding of the effectiveness and correct use of riflemen contributed to his defeat over Tarleton at Cowpens in January 1781.  In February 1781, Morgan was forced to withdraw from service once again due to illness.  General Greene sorely missed Morgan at Guilford Courthouse in March 1781.  But following a strategy similar to the one used by Morgan at Cowpens, Greene made Cornwallis pay a heavy price for his “victory” at Guilford Courthouse.

In May 1781, General Lafayette asked Daniel Morgan to raise a contingent of riflemen to aid in the defense of Virginia.  Once again, Morgan recruited frontiersman for the western Virginia counties.  In early July 1781, Morgan led his Virginia riflemen and dragoons into Lafayette’s camp, just missing the engagement at Green Spring.  In mid-July 1781, Morgan and his riflemen set out to engage Tarleton south of the James River but Tarleton swept in a wide arc to the south to avoid Morgan.  This was to be Morgan’s last opportunity for battle before returning home again in August 1781 due to illness.  Over 500 of Morgan’s frontier Virginia riflemen participated in the siege of Yorktown in October 1781.

In the summer of 1781, Major Thomas Posey raised a unit for service in the Yorktown campaign.  In late 1781, Posey, promoted to Colonel, established Colonel Thomas Posey’s Virginia Battalion consisting of ten companies for service in the South with General Greene.  Posey’s battalion travelled south to help Greene drive the British out of the south.  Posey’s battalion was disbanded in early 1783.

Major Battles In Which members of Morgan’s Virginia Frontier Riflemen Participated:

Siege of Boston, August 1775

Quebec Expedition, September-December 1775

Battle of Long Island, New York, August 1776

Battle of Harlem Heights, New`York, September 1776

Battle of White Plains, New York, October 1776

Battle of Fort Washington, New York, November 1776

Battle of Trenton, New Jersey, December 1776

Battle of Princeton, New Jersey, January 1777

Battle of Saratoga, New York, September-October 1777

Pennsylvania/New Jersey Campaign, December 1777-June 1778

Battle of Camden, South Carolina, August 1780

Battle of Cowpens, South Carolina, January 1781

Battle of Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina, March 1781

Virginia Peninsula Campaign, June-September 1781

Siege of Yorktown, Virginia, September-October 1781 

3.  THE FRONTIER RIFLEMAN

“West of the Blue Ridge at this time, the settlements were sparse and small.  Here, rough and simple folk of the frontier clustered together to make a small village within the mountain woodlands.  To the west of the hamlet of Winchester, the country was virtually uninhabited except for Indians and a few hardy white settlers (of mostly Scotch-Irish or German stock) who clung to their primitive homes with the courage and adventurous spirit that has been so often and well described.”

“While the inhabitants along the Atlantic coast and other sections from which the Indians had long since been driven and which had become communities, were disposed to stress community and inter-colonial life, the frontiersman on the borders of the western rim of English possessions were very individualistic.  This might naturally be expected.  Men who are adventurous enough to live where they must in a moment’s notice meet single-handed the savage of the American forest, would in the very nature of the case be men who had confidence in themselves.  This confidence on the part of a man to take care of himself and family on a savage frontier develops individuality beyond anything of which we can conceive in our day.”  The frontier rifleman was “a man bred amid the scenes of danger and hardihood that distinguished the frontier warfare” and “versed and seasoned in Indian warfare from childhood days, experienced in forest and stream in hunting wildcats, bears, wolves, and eagles as well as the elusive fish.”  The frontier rifleman’s “brain, eye, hand and foot were their true allies, already proved sure at many a hazardous instant.”


Unlike the riflemen recruited from the well settled Virginia Piedmont (such as the Culpepper County Minutemen who fought at Great Bridge), the men that Daniel Morgan recruited from the western counties of Virginia (including portions of present-day West Virginia and Kentucky) were genuine frontiersman.  Largely “hunters, scouts, or small scale farmers who depend on their rifle guns for the greater part of their food”, they were “known for their amazing hardihood gained through living so long in the woods”. 

Living on or just beyond the fringe of civilization, the culture of the frontiersman became a mix of the white European and the Indian cultures.  The term “Indian influenced” is used to describe these Virginia colonial frontiersmen.  “Their goal was not to become Indian, nor did their selective and piecemeal adaptations of native techniques and technology make them so.”  In fact, while adopting Indian habits, dress, decoration, food, and hunting and fighting methods, many white frontiersmen hated Indians and considered them “as nothing better than a destructive, ravenous, wild beast, without reason, without a soul, that ought to be hunted down like a wolf whenever it makes its appearance.”  The disdain of many frontiersmen for Indians, like that of most white Virginians, was great.  The average Virginian looked upon all Indians as “savage, idolatrous, unbelieving, numerous, monstrous, idle, and delightful in war and cruelty”.

However, the frontiersman’s  manners and appearance were a product of years of “trade, tolerance, and mutual acculturation” with the Indians.  Many accounts and observations from the period reflect the view “that backcountry Virginians were generally white savages, and subsist by hunting, and live like the Indians.”  “Colonial hunters who operated in Indian country pulled on Indian leggings, breechclouts, and moccasins, dressed their long hair with bear grease, and sometimes donned war paint.”  Backcountry frontiersmen were denounced as being “hardly one degree removed” from their Indian neighbors.  General Thomas Gage reckoned frontiersmen on the Ohio River “differ little from the Indians in their manner of life.”  “Young men in backcountry Virginia were proud of their Indian-like dress and even wore leggings and breechclouts to church.”  Not unusual for frontiersmen accustomed to life in Indian country, George Rogers Clark’s Virginians arrived in Kaskaskia in 1778 dressed in Indian style, “in hunting shirts and breechclout.”

Daniel Morgan himself adopted the dress and manners of an Indian…“he (Morgan) appeared more like an Indian than a white man, his great, bare back tanned by the elements, …with often only a cloth around his loins.”

“A large portion of the backsettlers, living upon the Indian frontiers, are, according to the best of my information, far greater savages then the Indians themselves.  It is nothing uncommon, I am told, to see hung up in the chimney corners, or nailed against the door of their cabins, scalps."       


“In general, they (frontiersman) are of a morose and savage disposition, and the very outcasts of society, who bury themselves in the woods, as if desirous to shun the face of their fellow creatures; there they build a rude habitation and clear perhaps three or four acres of land, just as much as they find sufficient to provide their families with corn: for the greater part of their food they depend on their rifle guns.”

“This distinguished race of men (frontiersmen) are more savage than the Indians, and posses every one of their vices, but not one of their virtues.”

“They (frontiersmen) conduct themselves with a barbarity worthy of their savage neighbors.”

“Of all the uncouth human beings I met with in America, these people from the western country were the most so.”


“What would a regular army of considerable strength in the forests of America do with a thousand of these men (frontier riflemen) ,” asked a wondering civilian, “who want nothing to preserve their health and courage but water from the spring, with a little parched corn, with what they can easily procure in hunting; and who, wrapped in their blankets, in the damp of night, would choose the shade of a tree for their covering, and the earth for their bed.”


“In pursuing the British, Lafayette gained a new admiration for the (rifle) men of Morgan.  “I ought to tell you,” he wrote Washington, “that the riflemen ran the whole day in front of my horse without eating or resting.”

“Lafayette then begged Morgan to help him get more (riflemen), saying … never was worse provided … riflemen are the soldiers I most wish for.”

“Lafayette commented in September, 1780 “I have a very pleasing command composed of … 100 riflemen who are a kind of half-savage infantry…”

“Lafayette was convinced that the marksman from the Valley were supermen.”

4.
DRESS

Dress for the re-created 7th Virginia Regiment Rifle Company is consistent with the accounts and descriptions of the dress of the frontier riflemen and scouts enlisted by Morgan.  The following list includes some examples of frontier dress.  It is not intended to be an all-inclusive list and it certainly does not represent a “required” list.  There is no required uniform for the riflemen and scouts of the 7th Virginia Rifle Company! 

Linen and wool are the materials of the common man in colonial times.  Cotton, although available, was relatively more expensive than linen and wool.  Mixtures of linen, wool, and cotton were also found on the frontier.  Plain, simple lines, checks, and patterns were available.  Buckskin was used for selected items of clothing such as britches, leggings, moccasins, and occasionally shirts or frocks.  Buckskins and other animal hides are believed to have been used much less during this period than popular legend contends and buckskin fringe, if seen at all, was much shorter than the later western variety.  

Clothing was expensive in colonial times, so much so that it was willed to the relatives of ones immediate family.  Most clothing on the colonial frontier was made at home and tends to be somewhat plain compared to the finer clothing made in the eastern settlements.  Poor frontiersmen could not afford a large wardrobe.  The amount of clothing decreased as you went west and many poor frontier families wore less around their homesteads than would have been socially acceptable in eastern towns like Williamsburg or Philadelphia.  Many men had only two shirts, one work shirt and one “go to Church on Sunday” shirt.  Many frontiersmen owned only the one shirt on their backs.  Even though fashion was followed as much as possible on the frontier, older styles of clothing were commonly worn for years after it had gone out of style in eastern cities.

The dress of white men living and working on the frontier was influenced by the dress of the Indians living in the wilderness.  Much of the Indian dress adopted by the whites was utilitarian in nature and much was just imitation and decoration.


“They take a piece of Ticklenburg or cloth that is stout,” Silas Deane wrote his wife, “and put it in a tan vat until it has the shade of a dry or fading leaf; then they make a kind of frock of it, reaching down below the knee, opened before, with a large cape.  They wrap it around them tight on the march and tie it with their belt in which hangs their tomahawk.”

“The moccasins of the men were decked out in the Indian style, for as one rifleman said, it was their “pet fashion to ape the savages.”

“Some of the men wore small, round hats adorned with a high tuft of deer’s fur the shape of bucks tail.”


Officers in the Rifle Company dressed very much like their men.  “Morgan and the other officers were distinguished only by a crimson sash worn over the shoulder and around the waist.  He usually carried a rifle as well as a sword.”  

Shirt – Typical square-cut colonial shirt of the period.  Shirts are plain (no ruffles) and colors can be white, natural, checked, or dyed in natural earth tone colors. 

Pants – Drop-front or English-fly knee britches of linen, wool, or buckskin.  Drop-front long pants (trousers) were common if not favored by farmers and laborers.  Fringe at the knees and/or cuffs of trousers was common (purely decorative!)

Breech-clout – Indians, half-breeds, returned captives, and many white riflemen and scouts wore the Indian-style breech-clout instead of pants.  Breech-clouts worn in the East during this period were not as wide or long as the later Western style breech-cloths.

Waistcoats (Weskit) – Typical weskit of the period.

Hunting Shirts – Square-cut outer shirt or smock worn over the more expensive small clothes to protect them from wear and tear.  Commonly dyed to a drab, earth-tone color using the natural dyes and methods of the period, it also served as period camouflage.  More often a "pull-over” style, it was held in place by a belt or a sash commonly tied in the back.  Typically, hunting shirts come down to just above the knees but may be longer or shorter.

Rifle or Hunting Frock – Outer garment worn like a coat or jacket, typically of heavier material than shirts.  Frocks during the Revolution were usually fringed (purely decoration!) and may have one, two, or no capes.  Like the hunting shirt, they were either a "pull-over” or “wrap-around” style held in place by a belt or a sash commonly tied in the back or side.  They may have been died a single color, the fringe died a contrasting color, or left in their natural color.  Like the hunting shirt, the frocks came down to just above the knees but may be longer or shorter.

Stockings – Typical long stockings of the period held in place by a garter.  It was not uncommon for poor frontiersman to have no stockings to wear with their footwear.

Footwear – Typical colonial shoes of the period, square or round toe, with brass buckles or ties through cut or folded latchets.  Eastern woodland style center seam moccasins or hard sole “Fort Ligonier style” moccasins were worn by Indians and white men alike.  “Shoe packs” were common in colder weather and snow.  Many Indians and poor frontiersman went bare foot.   

Leggings – Frontier riflemen and scouts, both Indians and white men, wore leggings of wool or buckskin.  Wool provides more warmth than buckskin where as buckskin provides more protection from the briers and brambles than wool.  Military style leggings, with or without buttons, coming up to about one hand width above the knee were typically worn with knee britches.  Mid-thigh or higher leggings were commonly worn with a breech-clout.  Leg ties or garters of various styles were worn below the knee with all styles of leggings.  Leggings, leg ties, and/or garters were not usually worn with long pants (trousers.)

Hats – Many styles of hats were worn by the colonial frontiersman.  Most common among them were tri-corn hats and wide or narrow brim “Quaker hats” (of various colors, trim, turned up sides, adornments, etc.)  Also common among frontiersman were wool Scotch bonnets, “Liberty” wool caps, fur trimmed Canadian caps, and head scarves.  Indians, half-breeds, returned captives, and adopted whites may wear various styles of white or Indian head gear or no hat at all.  

Cold weather gear – Blanket coats, wool shirts, early eastern or military style capotes, great-coats, and match-coats were all worn by the frontier rifleman.  More common than not was probably just a common blanket wrapped around him.  Many layers of clothing including shirts, weskit, frocks, etc., may be enough to keep you comfortably warm.  Mittens, finger-less gloves, or “tube gloves”, or even cut-off stocking tops, all made of wool, will keep your hands warm.  Wool or high wool content stockings (or high quality wool hunting socks) will keep your feet warm even when wet. 

Hairstyles – Many hairstyles were common on the colonial frontier.  They included long, short cropped, long and short wrapped and unwrapped colonial queues, etc.  Indians wore their hair according to tribal styles.  Long beards and mustaches were not commonly worn by English colonials of this period.  Hairstyles and facial hair common to various ethnic groups, i.e., Scotch-Irish, Swiss, German, French, Spanish, etc., varied according to ethnic and social standards of those groups.  Because of real life job requirements and individual preferences, there are no restrictions or requirements for hairstyles or facial hair within reason in the recreated 7th Virginia Regiment Rifle Company.     

5.
WEAPONS

All of the men in the Rifle Company do not carry rifles.  Although our Rifle Company consists chiefly of frontier riflemen, it also consists of other irregular frontier troops including scouts, guides, hunters, and Indians.  Many of these irregular frontier troops carry smoothbore muskets of both military and civilian construction.

RIFLES.  Rifles of this period reflect the characteristics of early flintlock rifles prior to the fancy American long rifles of the “Golden Age” in the early 1800’s.  They include the early German style Jaeger “hunting” rifles, the “transitiional rifles” which are direct descendents of the Jaeger rifle with some of the early features of the American long rifle, and the early “Pennsylvania-style” long rifles.  Typical of these early rifles are rifle butts that are wide and thick, wooden or plain metal patch boxes, wide trigger guards, and bores between .50 and .60 caliber.  Many of the rifles used by the frontier riflemen were very plain, work rifles called “poor boys”.  Many of these were fitted with iron furniture, had no patch box and had little or no carving.

SMOOTHBORE MUSKETS.  Contrary to popular belief, smoothbore guns were very common of the colonial frontier.  Like their coastal counterparts, the militia on the frontier was armed primarily with smoothbore muskets.  Those that could not provide their own muskets were typically issued the “King’s Arm”, the Long Land or Short Land Pattern Musket (known today as the 1st Model and 2nd Model Brown Bess).  Many of the smoothbore muskets in the hands of colonial frontiersman probably came from those issued to them or their fathers during military or militia service.  Many frontier hunters and scouts preferred the smoothbore over the rifle because of the versatility of shooting shot, ball or a combination of the two.

Many European countries manufactured cheap smoothbore trade guns specifically for trading with the Indians.  Commonly found among the Indians of the Revolutionary War period were French, English, and Dutch trade guns.  However, some Indian tribes prided themselves in the use of the rifle and would have nothing else.

PISTOLS.  Having found or purchased one, pistols could have been carried by frontier riflemen.  But because of their cost, it is generally thought that only officers could have afforded them and carried them when mounted only for close defense.

SWORDS.  Like other officers in the Continental Army, swords were worn by Rifle Company officers.  Period paintings show Daniel Morgan wearing a sword at the British surrender at Saratoga and documents contain references to Morgan using his sword to encourage his troops forward.  A civilian eppe, a hunting sword, or a military officer’s sword could be carried. 

6.
ACCOUTERMENTS

The accouterments of the frontier riflemen and scouts include such things as the knife, the axe or tomahawk, the rifle bag, the powder horn, the knapsack and/or tumpline.


KNIVES.  The knife of the frontier riflemen and scout is as varied as the individual himself.  Knives come in all sizes and shapes.  Many frontiersman carried more than one knife.  Generally, the belt knife is the main knife carried and tends to be the biggest knife carried.  Most Indians carried their knife in quilled sheaths suspended from laces worn around their necks.  The belt knife and neck knife served as general purpose knives used primarily for utilitarian purposes and occasionally as a last resort defensive weapon.  Many frontier knives were forged from files because of the high carbon content.  Deer antler, bone, and wood were commonly used for handles.  Many European countries manufactured cheap knives with wooden handles specifically for trading with the Indians.  Smaller bag or pouch knives were also carried in sheaths attached to the rifle or hunting bag for use as patch knives or skinning knives.  Many frontiersmen also carried a small folding or “Jack” knife in their rifle bag or knapsack.  Contrary to popular belief, the term “Longknife” used by Indians as a slang name for Virginians refers to the swords carried by officers and not the large belt knives carried by frontiersman.

AXES/TOMAHAWKS.  Early on in the French and Indian War, English soldiers traded in their swords for camp axes because the sword was not an effective weapon in the forest and they needed a more versatile, utilitarian tool for frontier service.  Many axes have a flat or “pole” on the side opposite of the blade for use as a hammer.  Most axes are hand forged.  Frontier riflemen carry their axe in their belt or sash or in a case suspended around their shoulder.  Many European countries manufactured cheap tomahawks specifically for trading with the Indians.  Sometimes made of brass, sometimes of other cheap, soft metals, many of these tomahawks had a bowl for smoking tobacco opposite the blade and some had spikes.  Many Indians carried in their sashes a wooden or stone headed war club instead of an axe.  The word “tomahawk” originally referred to these Indian war clubs but came to used for a variety of axes.


RIFLE BAG.  The rifle bag contains the things required to shoot and care for the rifle (or smoothbore).  Ball, patches, (and/or shot and wadding), bar lead, bullet mould, a ladle, tools including a turn screw, vent pick, pan brush, hammer, and worm, extra flints, a hank of tow are typical contents of the rifle bag.  The rifle bag was made of some kind of leather attached to a belt suspended over the shoulder.  The frontier rifleman’s bag tended to be smaller than later rifle bags, typically six to eight inches in length with a short buttoned flap.  It was worn high up under the arm to reduce “flopping” on the run.  Indian bags were typically made of colorful wool and heavily decorated with beads, quill work, and cones.

POWDER HORNS.  Powder horns are as individual as the frontiersmen that used them.  Many sizes and many styles have survived or have been documented.  Generally, period frontier powder horns were relatively plain with only names or initials scrimshawed on them.  Horns of the period tended to be larger than later horns.  Like the rifle bag, the horn was worn high to reduce flopping.  By the Revolutionary War, it was not uncommon for the powder horn to be attached to the straps of the rifle bag instead of being suspended on a separate strap.

 KNAPSACKS/TUMPLINES.  Like those used by other troops, the knapsack was used to carry the frontier rifleman’s personnel gear and supplies.  Generally made out of course linen, the size of the knapsacks varied from small to large.  The most common variety was suspended by a linen strap worn over the shoulder.  Larger knapsacks were sometimes worn on the back like modern backpacks.  These larger knapsacks could hold the blanket folded inside or rolled and tied beneath.  Alternately, Indian style tumplines were used instead of and sometimes in conjunction with small knapsacks.  Generally, the tumpline consists of a rolled blanket tied around a hemp or leather strap and worn over or around the shoulders or forehead.  A sail cloth tarp or oiled cloth can be wrapped around the outside for weather protection and shelter.  Extra clothing and supplies can be carried rolled up in the tumpline.

7.
BATTLEFIELD TACTICS AND UTILIZATION

Morgan’s Rifle Company, one of two authorized from Virginia in June 1775 to aid General Washington outside of Boston, was chartered “to be employed there as light infantry.”  Prior to the formation of Continental light infantry units, the riflemen were used to serve the function of irregulars and skirmishers.  When Morgan’s Rifle Corps was established in 1777 and sent to Saratoga to aid General Gates against General Burgoyne, “the newly formed Morgan’s Rangers were to act as a body of light infantry.”  As such, the role of the Rifle Company included scouting (reconnaissance), lookout (not sentry!), hunting, foraging, skirmishing, flanking, and sniping.  This role was a perfect match for the frontier riflemen because of their ability to wage war “Indian style” learned on the Colonial frontier.  And because Morgan was a good leader of men and chose his officers well, Morgan’s frontier riflemen were very good at their job. 

“Morgan’s men were ubiquitous; like so many wasps, they stung the foe at every turn” with their dreaded rifles.”

“Morgan’s men were all chosen and well acquainted with the use of rifles and with that mode of fighting.”  Said General Washington, “I expect the most eminent services from them, and I shall be mistaken if their presence does not go far towards producing a general desertion among the savages.”  Later at Saratoga, the predictions of Washington came true.  The Indians, dismayed by the severe treatment experienced from the veterans of Morgan, disappeared in large numbers from the British camp.”

“The commander-in-chief also wrote General Israel Putman that he was sending Morgan’s corps of riflemen “who will fight the Indians in their own way.”

“An English writer described it thus: Morgan, that remarkable bushman and sharpshooter, had collected a body of marksman, perhaps at that time without compare in any part of the world.  “


The skills of the colonial frontiersman included the stealth required for hunting and avoiding Indian war parties.  This enabled the members of the Rifle Company to serve as excellent scouts and lookouts.  Riflemen were placed at the front, on the flanks, and at the rear of armies in transit to protect from a surprise attack.


“The (rifle) men were to form scouting parties and watch the roads.”

“(General Horatio) Gates told him(Morgan) to watch for any movement of “the enemy.”  “You cannot be too careful in reconnoitering your front,” Gates added, “and gaining every possible knowledge of the ground and the surrounding country.”  “Morgan was the army’s eye and ears.”

Made up of frontiersman “who depend on their rifle guns for the greater part of their food” as well as a large number of professional hunters, Morgan’s frontier riflemen were a natural choice to serve as hunters and foragers for the army.

“This day,” one of the men recorded, “our hunters shot two elks and one bear and a dear and wounded two more.  Today we dined on bear and rattle snake.”


The primary role of the Rifle Company was to serve as irregulars and skirmishers during engagements.  In major frontal engagements such as Saratoga, Cowpens, and Guilford Courthouse, the Rifle Company engaged the enemy at long range at the beginning of the battle from the front of the Continental line, taking cover behind trees or other cover as the enemy got closer.  The Rifle Company, unprotected from bayonet attacks, regrouped behind and then on the flanks of the Continentals in an effort to flank and continue to skirmish and harass the enemy during the battle.  The Riflemen were used to engage and defend continental line troops from enemy skirmishers such as Light Infantry, German Jaegers, irregular loyalist troops, and Indians.   The Riflemen were also used to pursue retreating troops, disrupt supply lines, and harass enemy armies on the move.

“(Morgan’s) corps was given instructions to intercept all supplies found and to keep a close eye on the movements of the enemy.”


‘Sixty Virginia riflemen to act as light corps to cover the retreat of the main army by placing themselves between it (the main army) and the British, staying as near the pursuers as possible, destroying bridges and impeding and delaying their march by every available means, as well as trying to divert them to some other direction besides that in which (the main army) had gone.”


“Select the riflemen also, and fight them on the flanks, under enterprising officers who are acquainted with that kind of fighting.”


“If they (the riflemen) encountered the enemy, they were to fall upon their flanks and gall them as much as possible, taking special care not to be surrounded.”


Upon seeing the American troops marching from Williamsburg toward Yorktown, one of (Marquis de) Saint-Simon’s engineers commented “five hundred riflemen or mountaineers … these last troops are not in uniform, they wear baggy breeches with or without shoes … (they are) good marksman for skirmishing in the woods, but not for fighting in the line.”


The long range and accuracy of the rifle made sniping possible.  By sighting in on a British officer instead of a deer, the frontier rifleman was simply applying his skill as a hunter to the tactics of war.  Considered extremely “unfair”, ungentlemanly, and in some cases murder by the British, the sniping of officers and non-commissioned officers by frontier rifleman took a terrible toll on the British army’s leadership.


At Saratoga, “he (Morgan) deployed the men in a thin firing line, behind trees or other cover, signaling first with uplifted sword, then with the familiar turkey-call to draw a bead on the highest ranking officers they cold find in their sights.”


“Said (General Johnny) Burgoyne: “The enemy had with their army great numbers of marksman, armed with rifle-barrel pieces; these, during an engagement, hovered upon the flanks in small detachments, and were very expert in securing themselves and in shifting their ground.  In this action, many were placed in high trees in the rear of their own lines, and there was seldom a minute’s interval of smoke, in any part of our lines, without officers being taken off by a single shot.”


“The best riflemen spent hours mounted in trees from which they could look down into the interior of the British redoubts.  Inside these, virtually without cover, the British garrison was clustered, and riflemen picked off many of them like sitting ducks.  Thus were the redcoats “harassed and fatigued with continually sitting and lying on the ground, all huddled in a small compass,” as one of their officers put it.  The horses were herded in barren ravines where they could get no grazing but dry leaves, “and so sure as a poor horse was allured by the temptation of some fresh grass which grew I the meadows in great abundance, it met with instant death by a rifle shot.”  Provisions had to be carried into the redoubts on the shoulders of the British, with considerable losses from the American rifle fire.  For the same poignant reason, the beleaguered redcoats were prevented from cutting wood or lighting fires, so that many of them were forced to subsist on raw food.”


“Morgan frankly admitted that his (rifle) men concentrated their fire on the “epaulet men” rather than “the poor fellows who fought for sixpence a day.”


“The redcoats found to their cost that they were risking death by exposing their heads within 200 yards of one of Morgan’s riflemen.  So frequently did there show on the daily reports of the British, the loss of officers, pickets, artillery men shot at long range, that Edmond Burke exclaimed in Parliament, "your officers are swept off by the rifles if they but show their noses.”  In the British camps at Boston, the riflemen were called those “shirt tail men, with their cursed, twisted guns, the most fatal widow-and-orphan-makers in the world.”  Major Ennion Williams observed that “The redcoats are so amazingly terrified by our riflemen, that they will not stir beyond their lines.”


Morgan, more than any other Continental officer, proved more than once that riflemen could be used effectively in the European style battles.  Morgan was a frontier rifleman himself and was therefore very knowledgeable about the advantages and disadvantages associated with the use of the rifle and Indians-style skirmishing.  This, coupled with his personal leadership skills and the use of tactics that took advantage of the strengths and weaknesses of the rifle and that made the best use of the men under his command, made him one of the most successful military leaders of the American Revolution.  


“Morgan’s tactics deserve the main credit for a victory won (at Cowpens) by skill and furious fighting.”


“General Burgoyne during the surrender ceremonies (at Saratoga) said, “Sir, you (Morgan) command the finest regiment in the world.”


“The superb military tactics of Morgan sprang from a prodigious common sense, innate cunning, learning by tough experience and a remarkable attunement to the fighting conditions of the frontier.”


“Col. Charles Porterfield, who fought under Morgan at Quebec, said later that he felt sure that if Morgan had been in command, the Americans “would have been masters of the Lower Town.”

8.
DUTIES

The specialty and value of their service was recognized by the Continental Officer corps “and as such (they) were exempt from the common duties of the line.”

“Evidently sensing that these men preferred to fight rather than do the equivalent of modern KP duty, Lafayette directed Morgan not to “put them upon the duty of the orderlies or the common camp duties, which can as well be performed by the Continental horse.”

Obviously, the recreated Rifle Company will participate in the “chores” of reenacted camp life and help the Regiment set up, take down, and pack up shelters and equipment, collect fire wood and water, and other such “chores” as necessary to share the work load with the members of the Regiment.

Unlike uniformed troops, members of the Rifle Company are not required to stand sentry duty.  Riflemen and scouts may serve as lookouts to watch over the camp or other strategic location, typically from a concealed position with a good view.

9.
INDIANS


It is generally accepted by historians that Indians tended to side with the British more often than with the Rebels.  It is also generally accepted by historians that the majority of Indian involvement occurred in battles on the frontier and in the western parts of the colonies.  There are, however, a good number of documented instances of Indians serving with the Continental Army, even with Morgan’s riflemen, in campaigns in the east.

Just as they had in the French and Indian War, the Stockbridge (Mahican) Indians fought with their colonial neighbors in Massachusetts.  “Stockbridge Indians volunteered as minutemen even before the outbreak of the Revolution.  Thirty five enlisted in Captain William Goodrich’s company, with one Stockbridge, Jehoiackim Mtohksin (Metoxin) as second lieutenant; others appear to have formed their own company of minutemen.”

“In March 1775, the Continental Congress accepted the services the Stockbridge offered and enlisted them as minutemen, assuring then they were fighting in the common cause.  Captain Solomon Uhhaunauwaunmut requested that his (Mahicans) be allowed to fight Indian fashion rather than train like English soldiers.”  “Stockbridge Indians enlisted in the Provincial army and joined Washington’s troops at Cambridge in the spring of 1775.”  “Stockbridge warriors served in New York, New Jersey, and Canada.”  Stockbridge Indians also served with General Horatio Gates’ army against Burgoyne in the operations around Saratoga and later at White Plains, New York.

“Although some few Indians early were enlisted into the Continental Army, it was not until the summer of 1776 that Washington was authorized by Congress to employ them as he saw fit.”

Abenaki Indians fought along side Morgan’s Riflemen on Arnold’s Canadian Expedition in 1775-1776.  “Here (the Indian settlement of Sartgan) too was Natanis, the (Abenaki) Indian they had been ordered to kill or capture.  But in keeping with the momentary contentment of the Americans, he turned out to be a friendly Indian, and he joined the riflemen, along with fifty of his followers, who now accompanied the expedition.”


There are a number of accounts of Abenaki Indians serving with the Continental Army at Valley Forge in 1777.  Dr. Waldo, a surgeon, “was called to relieve a soldier thought to be dying.  He expired before I reached the hut.  He was an Indian, an excellent soldier, and an obedient, good-natured fellow.  He engaged for money, doubtless as others do, but he served his country faithfully.  He has fought for those very people who disinherited his forefathers.”


“Waldo’s Indian patient was but one of a number of redmen who served the army on many fields and in many encampments.  One morning before breakfast, Pierre Duponceau was walking in the woods at Valley Forge.  From a distance, he heard a most powerful voice yet melodious, singing a fashionable French opera song.  “I thought to myself for a moment at the Comedie Italienne and was lost in astonishment, when suddenly I saw before me a tall Indian in American regimentals and two large epaulets on his shoulders.”


“Steuben’s secretary introduced himself, and the officers struck up a conversation.  When Duponceau asked how the Indian how he had become familiar with French opera, he explained that he was a Canadian Abenaki, who was a Catholic convert.  He had first joined the Americans when (General) Montgomery had invaded Canada; returning to the states on a retreat, he had become commisioned a Continental colonel.”

Onieda Indians fought with Morgan’s Riflemen at Whitemarsh, Pennsylvania in 1778.  “The order transmitted to Morgan’s riflemen through Alexander Hamilton (from Lafayette) informed him (Morgan) to approach the enemy’s lines, harass them, and get intelligence of their movements and that a party of (Oneida) Indians will join the party to be sent from your command at Whitemarsh, (Pennsylvania) and act with them.”


Catawba Indians fought alongside an undetermined amount of riflemen at the  Continental’s catastrophic defeat at Camden, South Carolina in 1780.

Consistent with the representative interpretations of the other members of the 7th Virginia Regiment, the members of the recreated Rifle Company that have adopted Indian personas are portraying a representative revolutionary war era Indian.  While their interpretation primarily represents those Indians actually documented to have served with the Continental Army in the east (specifically Morgan’s riflemen), it is also representative of the Indians found on the colonial frontier and western parts of the colonies.

In addition to personas representing full-blooded Indians, some of our members adopt the personas of half-breeds (one Indian parent and one parent of another ethnic group) and captives (a frontiersman, usually a young boy, who was captured, adopted into a tribe, and then returned).  Half-breeds and captives were common on the colonial frontier and, having been raised and trained by Indians, were very useful as a scouts, interpreters, traders, and hunters.  Sometimes indistinguishable from an Indian, some half-breeds and captives retained Indian ways.  Others adopted the manners of white men.

The Indians, like the riflemen, are irregulars and fall under the command of the Rifle Company.  Because they are recognized as the ultimate woodsman, the Indians always serve as scouts and lookouts for the regiment, often out in front, on the flanks, or at the rear of the regiment while on the march.  Like the white frontier riflemen, Indians do not drill or get involved with other camp duties but do serve as camp lookouts (not sentries!) that will keep up a constant vigil over the camp when required (usually at some distance and under cover).  The Indians tend to camp separate from the rest of the Regiment (in the rear or off to the side) and generally use a primitive form of shelter (wigwams or low conicals) instead of the standard wedge tent.

There has been much discussion about Indians in colonial Williamsburg.  The following are just two passages that seem to indicate that Indians were, in fact, present in, if not frequent visitors to, the capital during the Revolutionary War. 


In the spring of 1777, after the Cherokee War of 1776 in an effort to make a lasting peace and gain allies against the British, Col. Nathaniel Gist, son of George Washington’s scout Christopher Gist, brought Cherokee chiefs and thirty braves to Williamsburg to parlay.  The Cherokees conferred with the Governor and performed a tribal dance on the palace green for their hosts before returning home.


Writing to fellow revolutionary John Adams in 1812, Thomas Jefferson recalled that in Williamsburg before the revolution, Indians “were in the habit of coming often, and in great numbers to the seat of our government, where I was much with them.”


This quote from the prologue of “THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IN INDIAN COUNTRY” by Colin G. Calloway sums up Indian involvement in the colonies during the Revolutionary War era:  “Most of America was still Indian country in 1775.  Indian people still dominated most of the continent and walked the streets of colonial towns.  Much of colonial life involved Indians; much of colonial war, diplomacy, and commerce revolved around them.

10.
SCOUTS


To those unfamiliar with the frontier rifleman persona, all riflemen may be assumed to be “scouts”.  Indeed, the Rifle Company as a whole, as well as small, detached “scouting parties” made up of riflemen, can and do perform a scouting function.  However, within the Rifle Company, there are individuals who adopt the specific persona of a scout.

A scout is an individual whose primary job for the Regiment is to perform the scouting function.  That function consists of performing reconnaissance of enemy troop positions and movements; keeping a constant lookout for approaching enemy troops while the Regiment is encamped; continuously scanning ahead, to the side, and behind the Regiment marching in a column to prevent an ambush; and guiding the Regiment through unknown territory while finding the best route to take.

The scouts are the most experienced woodsmen with skills and techniques learned from spending a lifetime in the wilderness.  The scout’s dress shows the wear and tear of daily life on the frontier and their accouterments reflect the Spartan utilitarian purpose of their owner.

   Because they were born or raised in the wilderness and were taught early on to live off of the land, Indians, half-breeds, and captured whites make excellent scouts.  Few white men achieve the same level of backwoods knowledge and skills and those that do differ very little in appearance or mannerisms from their Indian counterparts.


Scouts may choose to assume a persona whose character is not actually enlisted in the army but, as a civilian “consultant”, is contracted to the Captain or Lieutenant to serve as a scout or guide for the Regiment.  Most scouts are enlisted in the Regiment like any other soldier.  Because they may not carry a rifle at all, all scouts are not necessarily riflemen.  Typically, many frontier scouts, especially Indians, carried a smoothbore musket because of its versatility and low cost.
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APPENDIX A

SKETCHES OF RIFLEMEN AND SCOUTS
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