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Line Company Handbook
Reenactors refer to their roles as "impressions." Many of us go to great expense and trouble to recreate an "impression" of eighteenth century life. This is part of our educational mission. In connection with this, it is important to understand that an American Revolutionary War Regiment was much more than just a collection of soldiers and officers carrying muskets and swords. Eighteenth century armies, while primitive compared to modern military forces, nevertheless contained specialized troops. This handbook will focus on that of the regular line company. 

The 7th Virginia’s line company presents two basic impressions, depending on the event we are attending. If the event portrays the first few years of the American Revolution, then the line company wears a natural or black linen hunting shirt with their regimental “small clothes”. For later war impressions, we often appear in blue regimental coats faced with red. 

REQUIRED FOR PARTICIPATION: New members are advised that there is a minimum standard you must meet before you can participate in an event with the 7th Virginia line company. You must obtain a set of small clothes consisting of the following (see fig. 1): 

· 18th century shirt

· Breeches (or gaitered overalls)

· Waistcot (waist coat, often pronounced “westkit” or “waistcot”)

· Stockings with garters

· Shoes

· Neck stock (black)

· Military cocked hat or Virginia round hat 

· Hunting Shirt w/ leather waist belt and buckle

· If you require eyeglasses, they should have round, approximately 1 inch in diameter lenses, with folding frames.

Since hunting shirts are acceptable for nearly all of the our events and are significantly less expensive than regimental coats, new members are strongly urged to make the fringed linen hunting shirt one of their first purchases for an outer garment. These shirts fit nicely into the event structure of the 7th Virginia, as many of our events consists of early war battles involving continental troops outfitted in hunting shirts, or militia troops, many of whom would also be wearing hunting shirts. And it was not be out of the ordinary to see men in line units wearing a hunting shirt later in the war.

As an alternative for our militia events, members may also assemble a set of 18th century civilian clothing manufactured using appropriate fabrics and patterns, including a civilian round or tricorn hat.

The 7th Virginia does not maintain a loaner locker for small clothes. However, many members of the unit are willing to lend, on an event-by-event basis, some articles of small clothes to a new member, if arranged in private before the event. However, it must be recognized by the new member that this should not be relied upon as a long-term practice.

The line company’s goal is to present a historically accurate picture of these two impressions, as well as how the individual soldier would have spoken, dressed, performed the military drill, etc. We by no means consider ourselves a "Progressive" unit, in that we do not require members to be "perfect" with their kit before they can participate. We do, however, like to encourage our members to consider making a continuous effort, on their own timetable, to improve their kit to meet our “Suggested” standards. Members of the unit are strongly encouraged, though not required, to make every effort in the timeliest manner possible to bring their basic Kit (clothing, accouterments, etc.) up to the suggested standards listed below. 

It is acknowledged that, due to time, finances, and other obligations, it will take some longer than others to attempt to meet these “Suggested” standards. We in no way want this to prevent you from participating with the unit as soon as possible. Therefore, this list will also include minimum acceptable standards that should be followed in order to maintain an active status in the unit until such time as you can start improving your kit. 

On the following pages, encouraged authenticity guidelines will be listed as "SUGGESTED", and the minimum standards will be shown as "ALSO ACCEPTABLE".

When appropriate, this list will also include suggested merchants that carry the subject item. We STRONGLY encourage you, based on our own past mistakes, to consult with an officer or fellow member of the unit for advice on the purchase of gear and clothing, or fabrics and patterns if you choose to make your clothing, before making the purchase. This will hopefully save you some money otherwise wasted on the purchase of incorrect items.

Extensive research has been Conducted over the years by various organizations and individuals, providing an "as accurate as possible" indication of the gear and clothing to be worn in our time period of interest, and a short bibliography of selected works will be included in this handbook.
Clothing

Existing research shows that Virginia line troops of the Continental Army were, in general, required to wear white wool or linen small clothes (shirt, waistcot, breeches), natural color wool stockings, black “half” gaiters, 18th century shoes, black neck stock, and a military-cocked black felt hat, as well as a blue regimental coat with red cuffs and lapels (see fig. 1), or hunting shirts in the early years of the war. It is well documented that due to lack of sufficient supplies of linen, wool, shoes, etc., the requirements were often never met. However, to simplify the impression we do, the 7th Va. will abide by these requirements as a minimum. However, if the individual wishes, he/she may, upon further research, choose to alter the clothing they wear to better portray the true state of a typical line soldier in the field. Before doing so, a unit officer must be consulted.



Fabrics: Research shows the extensive use of easily obtained coarse linens and inexpensive wools. Cotton fabric, though available in the late 18th century, was expensive to make and therefore could only be afforded by the wealthier classes of the day. Even so, these gentlemen probably would not have worn their fine cotton clothing in the field. Therefore, the unit suggests that clothing be constructed of course linen or wool, as will be listed by each item. When purchasing wool, be sure to check its wool content. It should have at least 80% to 90% wool content. Also be sure not to purchase linen that has any percentage of polyester or "rayon" (for the safety reason that follows.)

The only STRICTLY PROHIBITED fabric that is not acceptable in any situation is that containing synthetic, polyester or polyester blends. For safety concerns inherent to our hobby, namely fire, this fabric will not be acceptable for use in assembling any of your kit items.

When constructing your own clothing, we strongly suggest using the correct linens right away. In the past, the cost of linen was a major factor in making the decision to go with the cheaper cotton fabrics. However, with the recent discovery of a source of linen fabrics with prices comparable to that of cotton, we feel confident in suggesting you go that route.

The unit also suggests, if making an item, to attempt to hand stitch all seams that will be seen on the outside of the garment, such as button holes, hems, top stitching of any sort. Inside stitches may be machine stitched, as the public does not see them. Again, this is only a suggestion for this unit, and machine stitches are acceptable. But if hand stitching is attempted, it will add an extra bit of authenticity to your kit.

Note: It is not uncommon, through continual research, for discoveries to be made as to various other fabrics that were in common use in the 18th century. In the event that a member uncovers such documentation, these alternate fabrics may be used upon consultation with a unit officer.

Shirts

SUGGESTED - Shall be made of linen, bleached white, of an appropriate 18th century pattern.  

ALSO ACCEPTABLE - Made of cotton osnaburg AKA (osnabrig) or other suitable white cotton fabric. Avoid "dress shirt" cotton material, as it is usually stiff and the “look” is not correct. 

As an alternative to white, blue and white checks are acceptable. Other colors may also be acceptable if proper historic documentation is submitted to an officer.

Merchants for pre-made clothing: Jas. Townsend & son , G. Gedney Godwin suttler, Druids Oak suttler, Smoke and Fire Co.

Merchants for fabric: fabricstore.com, Burnley & Trowbridge. (Osnaburg can be found at most fabric stores, even WalMart)

Pattern recommendation: J.P. Ryan and Smoke and Fire 18th century shirt pattern, carried by sutlers mentioned above. Also, pattern is available in “Tidings From the 18th Century” by Beth Gilgun.
Neck Stock

SUGGESTED / REQUIRED - a black linen, leather, or horse hair neck stock can be obtained from various merchants as previously listed. This stock ties or clips around the neck in the back, and is worn under the shirt collar.

Breeches/overalls

SUGGESTED - Shall be made of bleached white linen or natural linen or fustian, of a thicker weight than that of the shirt.  May also be made of white wool or buckskin, however, keep in mind personal comfort when making this choice. Drop Front overalls with gaitored legs were worn as well, and can be obtained or constructed using the same fabrics as above. 

ALSO ACCEPTABLE - Can be constructed of cotton duck material. This is course and strong enough to serve this purpose.

Other colors, such as blue, red, or green are acceptable as documentation shows these colors were present on soldiers during the American Revolution. Any other color than those mentioned may also be acceptable upon submission of historical documentation in support of such.

Merchants for fabric or pre-made clothes same as listed for shirts. Cotton duck canvas can be found in most fabric stores, including Wal-Mart.

Pattern recommendation - J.P. Ryan 18th century breeches, carried by previously mentioned merchants. Also, pattern in “Tidings From the 18th Century”.

Waistcot (weskit, waistcot)

SUGGESTED - Waistcots of bleached white or natural linen, wool, or natural fustian shall be purchased or made using the same fabrics as suggested for breeches. Linens and wools are preferred

. 

ALSO ACCEPTABLE - May be constructed using the cotton duck canvas, and lined with a lighter fabric such as cotton osnaburg. Lighter waistcots can be achieved by using the osnaburg for both the outer and inner layers. This is preferred if using cotton because of the course, linen-like weave of the osnaburg.

Other colors, such as blue, red, or green are acceptable as documentation shows these colors were present on soldiers during the American Revolution. Any other color than those mentioned may also be acceptable upon submission of historical documentation in support of such.
Merchants for fabric or pre-made clothes same as mentioned earlier.

Pattern recommendation - J.P. Ryan 18th century waistcot  Note: if using this pattern for the waistcot, use the later era, shorter pattern, not the longer French and Indian war era pattern, which is also included. Also, pattern available on “Tidings From the 18th Century”.
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Hunting Shirt

As mentioned earlier, it is required that member’s first outer garment be that of the black or natural linen hunting shirt (See Fig. 2). It must be mentioned, that even if the member decides to purchase the blue wool regimental coat first, they are still required to posses, as a minimum, a black or natural linen hunting shirt for our early war impression, as well as our militia impression, unless appropriate civilian attire is used as an alternative.
SUGGESTED – “Black” hunting shirt made of dark grey or black canvas weight linen. Natural linen hunting shirt is made of un-dyed linen fabric. To be open-front or pull-over in style, with cuffs and single cape. The only fringe on the garment will be a single layer around the outer edges of the cape. The hunting shirt is secured around the waist with a leather belt and 18th century “Double-D” buckle.

ALSO ACCEPTABLE – Made of black or natural color cotton duck canvas, meeting all of the requirements as mentioned above for the suggested hunting frock.

Merchants recommended for these items are the same as mentioned earlier.

Suggested pattern – Consult unit officer for hunting shirt construction requirements.

Shoes/stockings/half gaiters

SUGGESTED - 18th century reproduction shoes shall be obtained as soon as possible. These may be either of the buckle type, or laced with black leather thong, and should be straight-lasted (neither right nor left footed), though non-straight lasted shoes are acceptable. Good 18th century shoes may be obtained for around $80.00 to $100.00, depending on the quality and the merchant. Shoes are preferred to be “rough-out”, meaning the rough side of the leather is on the outside.

Stockings should be made of wool, off white or natural in color. The stockings are to be held up over the calf with leather, buckled garters, or by ribbon tied around the leg just below the knee.

The shoes and stockings are protected by canvas half-gaiters painted black. 

ALSO ACCEPTABLE - Modern leather-soled black dress shoes are an acceptable substitute for reproduction shoes. Simply remove the shoestrings, pop out the metal rings in the shoestring holes, and replace the shoestring with black leather thong (not chrome-tanned leather bootlaces). These can then be hidden with the canvas half-gaiters mentioned above.

Cotton stockings are acceptable and available through various merchants.

Suggested shoe, stocking, and half gaiter merchants include Fugawee, Jas. Townsend and son, G. Gedney Goodwin, C. D. Jarnigan, and Burnley and Trowbridge.
Hats

REQUIRED – Military cocked hat, trimmed in white or black. With or without silk cockade.

In Virginia, another common hat was the cocked Virginia round hat. This is nothing more than the same round hat blank used for the tricorn, but with a narrower brim, and only cocked up on the left side to keep it out of the way of the musket barrel at shoulder. Also trimmed in white or black. With or without silk cockade.

An option to buying a hat pre-made is to purchase a hat blank and make it yourself. It is not hard to do, and will save you a few dollars. Consult with a unit officer before attempting this for guidance. See appendix (A) for instructions on constructing your military cocked hat or Virginia Round hat.

ALSO ACCEPTABLE – Wool felt civilian round or tricorn hat may be used when portraying militia troops ONLY. Black and brown are suggested colors. However, other colors were present and may be worn if documented. When the unit is portraying Continental Line troops, the military style hats are required.

Hat merchants - Jas. Townsend and son, G.Gedney Goodwin, Dirty Billy's hats, C. D. Jarnigan, etc.

Note: consult with unit officer before purchasing a hat.

Regimental Coat

The correct Regimental coat for use in the Seventh Virginia is made of dark blue wool, and faced with red wool. Buttons with or without “USA”. There are several merchants who manufacture regimental coats. There are also patterns available if you wish to make one yourself.

If and when you choose to obtain a regimental coat, please contact an officer for advice on merchants or patterns.

Accoutrements

The basic accoutrements, or gear, needed for participation in this unit are as follows.

· Cartridge box

· Canteen

· Bayonet with scabbard and sling (carriage)

· Haversack

· Knapsack or blanket roll

This section will describe the different items you will need to participate. Some merchants that carry these items include G. Gedney Godwin and C.D. Jernigan. Others exist, so a unit officer should be consulted before making this purchase.

Cartridge Box

The shoulder slung cartridge box consisting of a varying number of ¾” holes, usually 24. The shoulder slung box is "slung" over the shoulder with a hemp, linen, or leather strap. Two types are acceptable: the black leather continental line cartridge box with leather strap, or the earlier war basic brown leather cartridge box with hemp or leather strap.

Canteen

Three types are mentioned here, though others may be acceptable on a case by case basis. This unit recommends a wooden, tin (or stainless), or leather-covered glass canteen. These can be obtained through various merchants as mentioned earlier. Be careful that the strap for the canteen is made of hemp rope or hemp or linen strap. Cotton webbing is not believed to have been used at that time, though it is acceptable until a suitable replacement is obtained.

FOR SAFETY REASONS, A LEAK-FREE CANTEEN IS REQUIRED BEFORE ANYONE CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE FIELD AT EVENTS!! Non-period water bottles hidden in your haversack are not an acceptable option, as these cannot be utilized in the presence of the public.

For sanitary reasons, you must obtain your own canteen, loaners are not available!
Bayonet with scabbard and sling (frog)

See merchant from whom you purchased the musket for proper sized bayonet and scabbard. If purchasing your bayonet from a secondary source, we highly recommend you test fit it to your musket before you purchase it, as they are not all universal in fit. Slings should be made of buff leather or linen/hemp, with a frog to contain the scabbard of leather.

Haversack

The haversack is a linen sack with a button-down flap that was slung over the shoulder. It was used to carry rations given to the regular army troops, as well as small personal items. 

These haversacks should be constructed of heavy, course linen with a shoulder strap of the same. As an alternative, you may use cotton duck canvas, but it is not recommended. See appendix (B) for instructions on making your haversack.

Suggested Merchants: Jas. Townsend, Smoke and Fire, Godwin, Jernigan.
Blanket

Blankets in use by the continental army were of varying colors and designs. Any 100% wool blanket, of a solid color, is acceptable for use with the Seventh Virginia.

However, it is preferred that a white wool blanket with blue or brown lines down each side be used, as the standard issue British army blanket was white, and it is quite possible that many of these wound up seeing service in the Continental Army.

Wool content shall be 80 to 100%, with no greater than 20% “other fiber” content.

Merchants: The Sportsman’s Guide; Smoke and Fire sutlers.
 Knapsack/Blanket roll

This unit suggests each member to have some sort of devise for the carrying of other, larger personal items, such as spare shirts, stocking, etc.. as well as your blanket. We recommend two basic methods, though others may be acceptable on a case-by-case basis. 

The first option is the “Tumpline” or blanket roll. This may be made up in several ways, usually by laying your items on the blanket, rolling it up, folding it in half, and securing the ends together with leather “harters”, which are like long garters, or hemp twine/rope. Then it is slung over the right shoulder and across the chest, as to not interfere with your cartridge box.  

The other way to make a “Tumpline” is utilizing a leather belt/strap. The soldier’s belongings are laid out on his blanket, the blanket folded so as to get all the edges inside, and then folded over the tumpline to make a compact, rectangular package about the size of a small knapsack. The package is secured with “harters” or with twine/rope. The Tumpline is carried over the shoulder like the blanket roll. 

The second option is simplified version of a British knapsack. This knapsack has the design characteristics of the standard British pack, but painted canvas is substituted for the goatskin exterior. This Knapsack has two pockets with 3-button flaps inside, with an inner pocket at the fold, and has two shoulder straps of whitened leather. 

See Appendix (C) for pattern and instructions to construct the British knapsack, as well as illustrations for the Tumpline and blanket roll. The British knapsack is also available through C. D. Jarnigan sutlers.

A third option, THOUGH NOT PREFERRED, is the 1776 “New Invented” knapsack. This knapsack was designed during the American Revolution, but no documentation exists to prove it was ever put into service. However, if you already possess one of these knapsacks, it is acceptable until such time as you obtain a different pack.  

See unit officer for further information on other options.
Other necessary items

· Small wooden bowl

· Small tin or stainless steel cup

· Small period correct pocket knife

· Pewter or wooden spoon

· Musket tool (Pickering or British design, etc.)

· Musket pick and whisk set. 

The word 'small' is used on purpose to emphasize ease of storage in your haversack or knapsack.

You will naturally learn of other items you will need as you spend more time in the hobby, but these items are the essentials for you to fully participate.

All of the previously mentioned merchants carry these items, as well as Dixie Gun Works, Smiling Fox Forge, Avalon Forge, and other such merchants. Ask unit officers for additional merchants that may be in existence.
Tents

Acceptable tents are bell back, approximately 7’ x 7’x 7’, with slight variations depending on manufacturer. Suggested merchants are Tent Smiths or Panther Primitives.

Note on tents: The 7th Virginia owns several “unit” tents that are available on a first come, first served basis for new members to use until such time as they can purchase a tent of their own. It is very possible that you will have to share tent space with other new members, so be prepared. Tents typically can sleep two comfortably, three in a pinch.


New members requiring the use of a tent are responsible for contacting the unit quartermaster or officer, and arranging to pick up the tent prior to the event. The new member is also responsible for putting up and taking down the tent at the event, and returning it dry and undamaged to the quartermaster or officer. 

It is fully expected that within a year you will have obtained your own tent.
Firelocks
Two basic types of firelocks are acceptable to participate in this unit. 

Acceptable military muskets are the British "Brown Bess" and French "Charleville". 

Muskets are available for purchase at reasonable prices through Loyalist Arms or Middlesex Village Trading Co. Other merchants are available for this purchase as well, such as Pedersolli, though more expensive, but of better quality. See an officer for more details.

Note: The 7th Va. has a very limited number of muskets for use by NEW members. After a period of one year, members are expected to have obtained their own musket. Unit muskets are reserved for NEW members with less than one year of time in the group on a first come, first served basis. Priority will be given to newer members when requesting reserved loaner muskets, so no one is guaranteed the use of one of these, even if you get your request in first.

Conclusion

We hope that these guidelines prove to be helpful in your transition into this great hobby of reenacting the American Revolution. As already stated, please consult unit officers before making any purchases, as they can be useful in guiding you to the best merchants, and help avoid improper purchases.
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Clothing and Accouterment Checklist

7th Virginia Regiment(s)
Clothing

· 18th century shirt, linen or cotton

· Neck stock; Black, linen / leather / horse hair

· Breeches or gaitered overalls
· Waistcot, late 18th century style
· Wool stockings, off-white preferred
· Leather garters
· Half gaiters or “spatter dashes”, black
· 18th century shoes; buckles or leather ties
· Natural or Black hunting shirt
· Black, brown, or natural leather belt with 18th century buckle
· Military cocked tricorn hat, or Virginia round hat. Black felt, trimmed in white or black. With or without black ribbon/cockade
· (OPTIONAL) Regimental Coat; Dark Blue wool, red cuffs and lapels 
Accouterments

· Cartridge box; leather with buff, white, or black leather or linen/hemp strap
· Bayonet frog with leather or linen/hemp shoulder carriage
· Linen haversack
· Knapsack or Blanket roll
· Canteen; Tin/stainless steel or wooden
· Wool blanket; Solid color, white preferred
Musket
· Musket; British Brown Bess (1st or 2nd model) or French Charleville (pre-1777)

· Bayonet (sized / styled to fit musket)

Misc. Items

· Small wooden bowl

· Small tin or stainless steel cup

· Small wooden or pewter spoon

· Musket tool

· Pick and whisk set

· Small 18th century pocket knife

· Tent; White canvas (cotton/hemp) 7’ x 7’ x 7’, bell back (slight variation depending on manufacturer)
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Figure 1. Typical clothing and accouterments of a Continental Line soldier





Figure 2. This sketch of a 7th Virginia Riflemen also provides a good example of our “generic” militia impression. Substituting a shoulder-slung cartridge box, bayonet/carriage, musket, and shoes for the powder horn, shot pouch, tomahawk/knife, rifle, and moccasins provides for a great local militia “look”.





(Image courtesy of the 1st Virginia Regiment / Carl “Chip” Gnam)
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