Appendix (B)
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Haversack

Haversacks were slung over the right shoulder and usually hung well up under the left arm, not sagging on the left hip that is seen all too often in the reenacting community. The following instructions and drawings are based on several sources, including the Book of the Continental Soldier and Sketchbook ‘76.

Materials: You will need 1/2 yard of heavy unbleached or bleached linen, hemp, or fustian canvas (cotton duck acceptable but not preferred); 3 large buttons, 1” or more in diameter, of pewter or bone; Line or cotton thread, scissors, chalk, needles.

Note: You should wash the fabric first with fabric softener, which makes it easier to handle, and prevents future shrinking. Because the fabric unravels so easily, it is a good idea to run a zig zag  or “whip” stitch along all of the raw edges of the cut-out pieces before sewing them together.

1. Mark off a rectangle 16” x 42-1/2” using chalk, and cut out, making sure the sides are straight and corners square. The side of the material with the chalk marks will be the inside, the clean side will be the outside.

2. Divide the rectangle into three segment and mark with chalk: A=6”; B=18”; C=18” plus ½” for seam.

3. Using an iron fold ½” seam along width of section C and hand sew. B and C should now be the same dimensions.

4. Fold C over B, inside out, and sew up the two sides. Turn right side out.

5. Using an iron, fold a seam along the three sides of section A, forming whichever sort of flap you prefer (see drawing). Hand sew.

6. Work three buttonholes in section A and sew buttons to section C.

7. Cut a 6” strip the desired length for the sling and using an iron fold it as shown in the cross section. (Fold or draw a line down the center, fold each side into the center, and then fold in half.)

8. Sew two rows of stitches the length of the sling.

9. Pin the sling to the haversack about an inch or two from each side and check for proper length. Sew securely with heavy thread as the sack can get quite heavy.
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(Images and instructions courtesy of 1st Virginia Regiment / Carl “Chip” Gnam)
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From the “Book of the Continental Soldier”





From the “Sketch Book ‘76”





Cross-section of sling
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